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Sattves my weapon ; but I’mtoo diserect, 

Torun a-muck anid tilt dt all 1 meet: 

I only wear it in a land-ef Hectoss, 

Thieves, super cargaes, sharpers, and directors Pore. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


“~~ a 
Fhe Biack. Dwarf to the Great Captain of the Age, 
on the “varcn” of the Constitution ;— 
To Lord Liverpool, on his false assertion that all the 
“ thinking part of the country approve of his ad- 
ministration ;’—and, 
To Lord Castlereagh, on his declaration that “no Mi- 


naster could appear in the House of Commons who: 
had lost the confidence of the country.” 





‘ There is a pudlic mischief in your mirth, 
it plagues your country. Folly, such as yours, 
Graced with a sword, but worthier ofa fan, 
Has made (which enemics could ne'er have done) 
Our arch of empire, (sicadfast but for you) 
ef mutilated structure soon to fail.’—Cowren. 





Mr. Great. Captain, 

In the decay of your country, you are proba- 
bly destined to be an important agent. Your habits and. 
inclinations seem to fit you for the times, That you can 
draw your sword will admit of no dispute; but that you 
had better have had: no sword to draw, is perhaps as little 
questionable. You can dance too. Of that there have 
been some sad memorials. And you can carry a gold 


stick gracefully before a monarch, All these qualificas 
Von. VI. No. 4, 
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tions deuhitess merif praise » and had they been concen - 
frated in a teacher of dancing and fen ing, inght have 
enibled him to live very respectably. Nor ‘do they seens 
to challenge a creater rew: ard. But your Grace has car- 
me “] the: mroa hatte r me ang . aru thy: " have procur red you 
am hers ef money, “1 som é people, out of whose 
nockets part of 2 ‘am aie, think it mioht have been 
nid out fo better purpose. You should have been con- 
iont with your militery reputation. Much of it was “te 
eidental. but it was yours; and you were justly entit! 

in wil the advantages « r your wood fortune. Your coun- 
hymen were Cisposed ty exul It chat a Briton had 
trumped over the fortunes of -* japeleon. T1 ney could 
nol give you credit for equal ability with the Exe peror of 
Franc ‘es butit) was something, thet heaven and your 
{3race had diseomfited Nite. a spoils of victory were 
heaped upon you. What with your Grace's! aurels, and 
your Grace’s emoluments, vou had a sufficient head — 
though hoth have beon siuce eonsiderably lightened. 
Rumour says your laure!s had blinded you ; and, with- 
out eyes, aman incertain company eannot always take 
care of bis pockets. But this was a title. ‘Phe public 
did not heed the vanity, whicl h it hed at so high a price. 
Soldiers are not expected to be hilosophiaie” Nor did 
it much matter who held the sinecure of Master of 
the Ordnance. White it must be paid, your Grace may 
as Well take the money, as any other; though perhaps 
it had been less obnoxions, as a waste of pub lie mone ‘2 
had it been given to some ohl veteran, who had not been 
sO fortunate, In money matters, as your Grace. How- 
ever, the system would heave been your exense; and ne 
one would have expec pe from you © refusal ef so much 
money, for nothing. But Why showld you turn pohti- 
cian? Or rathe r, why aa mp a ti wg far which you had 
no qualification? Tt was @ mise vrable anibition In your 
Crace to wish to carry a gold stick before a mi narch, 
When you had borne a m: ushals truneheor, at the head 
of the armies of your country. Why interte ‘re With the 
peculiar province of noble poitinn: and oe 
valets. These are things wight ere v but swell th 
payeantry ofa court ; and they should he Loft ti Ycarry wold 
sticks, and wear fantastic dresses, Ye Hh ismight have t Pen 
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only weakness. To make ane in a splendid shew, 1s the 
Wish of ma iy a two-le: szed unfeathered animal. who 
fancies himseifan opject of admir ation, when his tailor bere 
away with all the cred# of his appearance, and could 
have made an ape as splendid, 

This was overlooked, therefore, as a mania caught on 
the parade, with au itching for tine clothes, and public 
spectacles. But your Grace must turn politici ian, and 
play the s statesman, forsooth! Your first appearance 
in this masquerade was, as the coadjutor of Lord Cas- 
ilereagh, in the celebrated protocol conference ; in oppo- 
sition to "Messrs. Brougham and Denman. You might 
then have discovered, that argument was not your talent 
—ihat you must always cut the vordian kk not. as it was 
impossible you could cver unrav velit. P ray, my lord, 
what was your part inthe conference ? Did you spe ak 
atall?) {must not asic you, if you spoke to any purpose ! ? 
Or, were you appended to the tail of Lord ¢ ‘astlereagh, 
just to hint, that the dasé¢ reasouing of Aengs was ready 
to be employed, if ihe Qlueen should continue refractory ! 
Was this the meaning also, of your station behind the 
throne, when the galling City) Address made all the 
ministry “ grin horribly a ghastly smile?” These were 
your preliminary exertions in your new character. Your 
next, allow me to say, does nocredit, even to your cou- 
rage, and that should be undoubted, As lord licutenant 
of the county of Hampshire, you countenanced a sur- 

reptitious address, pretending to speak the sense of the 
county, and allowing at the same time, that it did not 
speak the sense of the county! When the managers of 
the closet-born bantline. which was ordeined to chaunt 
the ministerial praise, were accused of having palmed 
upon the public: as a county meeting, what was xot 


a county mecting. si your Grace admitting it Was 
not a county, conte nas that * it spoke sficeently, the 
sense of the county,” so as to supers ede ee necessity of 
a county ie Phnis word “sz thay’ shews 


you are learning your political lesson, a that you hyve 
nol entirely mastered it. LT suppose your simugeled ad- 
dress. spoke the sense of the county suftic jently for you, 
aud for your wasters. It spoke it sufficiently to deceive 


your King, and tou dlatter your colleagues, It spoke the 
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sense of the county a8 suffice ntlij as the House of Cam. 
mons speaks the sense of the pe ople. Sufticiently indeed ! 
Aye, just as sufficiently, as it had been spoken by the 
lord lieutenant himself, a place-hunting exciseman, or a 
tox hunting parson. Your Grace considered the opinion 
of the county had bcen already expressed, “ w ithout 
gong through t he FARCE of a county meeting!” Had 
you learnt your lessen, you would not have sazed this. 
You would have been ‘content with thinking it, and 
taking as much care as you could, that none but yourselt 
and your colleagues had thought ‘them Jarces. Indeed, 
my good lord, all public mectings have become farces, 
in the eyes of the ministry. They have prevented from 
meeting, all that portion of the community, whose meet- 
ings they feared, from the sense and integrity they ex- 
hibited, and have left the power of assembling only to 
those, whe either dare not meet, or, when they do, meet 
to no purpose. But why should you proclaim the 
consiituéion a furce? Jam ready to take your word 
for the assertion, and believe you are correct. It may 
be all a farce—but you might remember, it has 
been to you @ very projiiable farce: and while the 
babies, the wreat babies, who paid for it, were delighted 
with it, it was iadiscyeet in your Grace, to put them in 
mind of the trickery by which they were cajoled. You 
should not have spoken conte mptuously of a piece in 
which you were ph ying. If county meetings are farees, 
my Lord, what are closet- mcetings -—Besides, if the 
public are fold that ali their assemblies are farcical, they 
may be disposed to improve their dramas—to change 
their usual farce of Mluch Ado about Nothing, to the se- 
rious comedy of the School tor Reform, when your 
Grace might be transferred io some minor boards, to. 
figure away as the hero of Who’s the Dupe! Insults are. | 
the worst Weapons simpletons can play with. They uever 
inflict mortal wounds—they kill no ene—they disarm no 
one—they injure wo one-—-but they irritate toa decree 
dangerous to those only who use them. Let the people be 
coxvinced that their boasted rights, aud pretended privi~ 
feces, are all pure s, and they will bea in to enquire, why’ 
your Grace posse S08 the substantials. They will aot be 
satisfied. while your privileges are more real than theiy 
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;n:—and if they cannot raise their own, they may di- 
tainish yours —a copsummation, mof very dey outly wish- 
ed, I dare say, by your Grace. 

You would have been thought a much better politi- 
man, had you only made your “assertion, without giving 
your reason; for your assertion is almost true, while 
your reason, is a a ridiculous fallacy. You should keep to 
words of one syllable, in the political spelling-book for 
some time. Do not believe G oly Sidemouth herselt, if 
she say you can put two syllables together, for the next 
half-year. After calling county- meetings farces; you 
assign as a reason, In allusion to the Hampshire meet-_ 
mig, that “ only one side was allowed to be heard!” 
if this rendered the meeting « farce, what a wretched 
farce must the meeting have been, at which the address 
was agreed to, that, in your Grace’s opinion, “ spoke 
the sense of the county.” There, rot even one sido— 
was heard! A Treasury circular was paradied by 
some busy priest, and sizned upon the consctentious en- 
terest of the parties! One of them, I have heard, was 
honest enough to : ayy oT believe, upon my carscience, 
that in signing this loyal address, ! have consulted MY 
best interesis!” Talk of sides, indeed! Pray, what 
ide may your Grace belong to? If yeu keep 3 your ac- 
counts correctly, you are deeply on the debtor side with 
your country! * Only one side could a heard at the 
county meeting!” ft was cer aye Poy sat pity ; but 
why was one side only permitted to ny heard? Did 
your Grace expect to be heard, okies nn you had not cou- 
tage to attend ? Was ihe meeting to Wail upon you, at 
your ewn house; to hear your objections > Your Grace 
nas horses, and carriages, and the post-boys would have 
Shewn n you the way! W! ny did you not take the other 

ite? Why did the hero of Waterloo content himself 
with oegginy his Opponents noé to meet, because his side 
had nothing to say? There were nine full, and half- 
fledged lords who begged the ofher side nok to meet ; 
but not one of the lords or lordlings, dare attend to speak 
for their side. Only one side, could be heard, if the 
other staid away ; but your Grace might have been heard 
at the public mee Ung 7, “although your Grace’s side took 
care that none should bs permitted to know when 
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would meet, or where it would ineet, lest its delectabte 
privacy should be interrupted. He was, however, a httle 
too bad, on the part of yeur Grace, to knock your 
JSriends down, while sparring ¢ at your “enemies :—far if 
your idea of acounty meeting be correct, to what a 
much greater degree are your associaies ridiculous ; > but, 
io be sure, there is the ar my, and your Grace ready lo 
prove they are the only wise and honest ia the country. 
The eagle once set up for a beauty, as does your Grace 
for a po olilic lan; When a sly owl remarked—* you are 
‘a vreat beauty to be sure; but it Hes in your be ak and 
“ claws, which renders it dangerous to dispute it! 

In exp Hanation your Grace is kind enough to allow 
that county-meetings may be ‘sometimes very respecta- 
ble, and very Constitutional things :—that is, when they 
are called i support of the ministers, ef which yout 
Grace believes yourself io be one. It was said by some 
wit, thatthe devil had no objection to churches, provided 
they were converted into farerns ; and vour Grace would 
have no objection to a county meeting, were it silly 
enough to open iis ears to ministerial nonsense, shut its 
eyes to ministerial prufligacy, oiler its neck for minis- 
terial ponents to trample on, and its hands for minis~ 
terial tyranny to manacle! These kind of farces have 
lately been played in Scotland, and Ireland ; and they 
were once fashionable in England; but their day, with 
the day of melo-dramas lias zone by; ; and the performers 
run away, complaining they cannot be heard! 

Your Grace next pathetically complains that County 
meetings shoud be attended by “a@ mob!!!” There was 
a time, when your Grace used to smile most graciously 
upon * the mob!” Lhave often seen your Grace’s head, 
thrust out of a carriage window to gratify this mob!” 
One would then have thought your Grace was indebted 
ty “ the mob!” for all your honors; as you bent, and 
bowed, and smiled, and nodded, and nodded , smiled, and 
bent, and bowed, again! With your Grace’s “hat, in your 
Geacd s hand, you “have kindly returned the ‘friendly 
salutes of chitaney- -sweepers, fish-women, and dustmen! 
But then, they huzzaed your Grace. T hey clapped their 
hands ,as you passed along, and would have saved your 

horses the trouble ef drawing you through the crewded 
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streets! They did not then throw dirt at your 
Grace's visage. They did not din your ears with 
blessings on your Queen. They did not pursue you with 
groans and yellings. They were then, of course, a 
“very goo gd a “ loyal mob,” a erateful mob,” 
a“ brave mob,’ a‘ valiant mob,” a “ generous nia.” 
a “* disern ninating ae rit Believe me, my lerd duke, 
the * mob” has but changed for the better, as nuch as 
your Grace has changed tor the worse. 7 heycliked the 
soldier, but not the friend of the present administrate: 
They app Iauded the conquever of the Emperor of ¥ rance, 
but they will net appl aud the persee uior of the Queen of 
England. Therefore are they “a 2204” whe oucht to be 

prev ented from attending county-meetings ! | 

I take it for grauted your grace does not know muck 
of the history of your country, or you must have known 
that it was an act of parliament which took away the 
right of any but tree holders to the amount of 40s. per 
anu, and upwartis, to alte nd county ines Lins ss. Now 
many think, that an act of _ nent cannot fe: oally de- 
prive any man of a right, not held by the —— of 
parliament; and thal all the inhabitants of county 
since the abolition of the feudal swstem, have still a right 
to vole for county members. But, at all events, the ¢a- 
habitants of a county have becn usually convened to 
county meetings ; aud PT conceive the veriest pauper i 
the county of Hampstire had as mueb right to attend 
that me etings as your Cirace; and if you had met suek 
a one there, | conceive it would have been a pertinent, 
question for the pauper to have asked your Grace, how 
it chanced that the system which denied rina thee fi 
his labour, and balf- starved him in compulsory idleness, 
had endowed your Grace with a superfluity, en which 
famishing thousands might be soberly fed, and decently 
clothed. : 

When Curran asked whether it would be endured 
fhat a vote should be given to the “ begear on the 
bridge ?” it was unfortunate some one did not ask, why 
the elective tranchuse should he refused to one beggar, 
and legislatorial power be conferred upon another ? 
Your Grace may happily know some illustration of the 
tines — 
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Wants rcach all states—they beg but belter drest, 
And all is splendid poverty at best!” 

{ must now take leave of your Grace, very reluctantly, 
to pay my respects to Lord Liverpool; who kindly 
stepped forward to pick up your Graee, when so rudely 
“* floored” by Earl Carnarvon, and Lord Holland. | As 
your Grace could not explain yeur own meaning, Lord 
Liverpool undertock the task ; and, to my inexpressible 
satisfaction, he employed the humming- -top, of which I 
made hima present, as a Christmas-box. The Aum- 
ming-top set the matter at rest; for it slewed that 
though county-meetings Were par 3 of the constitution, 
they were _ of the uncieat cons stitution, and not of 
the new one! ‘Phe hummina-top moreover shewed that 
esha fe could only now exist in theory, but not 
in practice ; such meetings “wot being meetings of free- 
holders ;? in explanation of which the Aummeng-top 
whispered what the nobic lord would iave forgot to state, 
that the encrease of taxes, tythes, and poor’s rates had 
rendered freehold occupation subject to more exactions, 
ne some twenty years before were levied upon the 
‘chest rented laudholder; so that, as there were no 
pane Jers left in the counts ‘, there could be nobody 
entitled to attend county meetings? Was not this, my 
cood Lord of Liverpool, your meaning? Your Lordship 
of ‘Liverpocl also wished county meetings to be held in 
county halls! Pray, did your wise Lords nip ever see 
| ahail that would contain a tenth part of the freehol- 
ders of any county? Can your Lordship cram the 

freeholders of Yorkshire into the county hall? Does 

not your wise Lordship know the area of its spa- 
cjous castle-yard would not centain them. We want 
the Aumemeng-top again,—and, hark! it sings—the 
county means tie minesterial magestracy, with a 
ministerial Lord Lieutenant at its head; and there 

is room enougn for fdeae im the county hall; or in 
the housekeeper’s rourm of the county hall. With 
you, my Lerd of Liverpool, I have, however, ano- 
ther craw to pluck , aid a black crow it is. “All the 
thinking pur t of ‘the country,” you sry, ° * approve C of 
the — on which the government is conducted I 1)” 
Elow very wiedesd you are crown of a sudden. “ All! 
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whats all?’ Ts there not one thenking man, who thinks 
« change for the better might not be effec ted? Do all 
the thinking farmers, th ink their condition could not be 
bettered? Are they all contented to go from bad to 
worse, and from worse to the worst of all, without wish- 
ing for a change? Are the merchants satisfied with 
clutted markets ?—the ship-owners with ships rotting 
for want of freight ?—the manufacturers with unsaleable 
produce ?—the artizan with half a belly full; and the 
labourer with the parish piltance 2? My Lord of ee 
pool is jocular—-he is again spmining the humming-top ! 

Do, my Lord Castlere: wh, give him a lash to keep it up. 
Why. my Lord of Liverpool, what do you call ‘* the 
thinking part of the nation.” Your colleagues, and 
yourself, are probably meant, with the dependants and 
expectants of your bounty. As your mireons are the 
county, yourselves maybe the country! Why not ask his 
Grace of Wellington to strike us all down at once to the 
condition of your boendslaves? Why not stamp slavery 
on our fereheads, and erase the mark of humanity, 
which the Deity thought proper to bestow? Give us 
our bitter portion, and teach us to thank you for our 
daily stripes: Do any thing bet mock the country. The 
thinking part of the nation with you! Not a child that 
aspires te think, and is not bribed to think erroneously, 
but detests your measures, and your system. Try the 
sountry, my lord! Come oul of your official récesses— 
step down from your pedestals, and venture, if you dare, 
to taste the wholesome air of popular opinion. It would 
chill you to the soul—you would shrink from its salutary 
influence, with trembling fright; but it would do your 
shattered nerves, and vitiated tasie some zood. It would 
brace up within you, what little constitutional vigour 
you may have left ; and teach you to think correctly upon 
many subjects, on which you have hitherto not thought 
at all. What fest have you of the thougdts of the peo- 
ple. You can no where collect half-a-score of flatterers, 
but they run into holes and corners, to steal your senti- 
ments into publicity. Those who profess to like the sys- 
tem, declare they afte, or are indifferent about you. 

Your old city leviathan, ‘Sir William, so much indebted 


to your bounty, and so much in love with the system. 
Vou, Vi. No, &. 
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iuuchs nt and despices you! When heated with Wie. 
indeed, he says, * there never Was a sere ater, nara bette: 
arta than your Lordship.” But then Sur William forgets 
that “Ais barber” comes tn tor an equal panegyric, when 
he shaves him more smoothly than ordin: iry. You must 
not, my «ood Lord, spin the Aummeing-top too frequently- 
Wt as 3 AN EXO cellent thine io Aum oc ‘casionally ; but when 

the nowe is cot ntinually | buzemg in our ears, We are apt 
in execlam vet the evnic in the Vicar ef Wakefield— 
f have some cause of quarrel with veur Lordship that 
you snonid put my ‘et sent into hands who cannot do it 
qustice. Pray how came you tolet Lord Castlereagh have 

a cpa? Hits rough, ne rater Impucence of tact : sets 


ail such manceuvres at defiance. féuviniming w not his 


talent. The plain, downricht fb suits him —_— than 
the affected, insinuated falschood. Efe wants no subter- 
fuge tor himseli. Vv bether he be about “ne murder law, 
or logie, he is ready, in his own way, to do either with- 
out remorse, He can assuine a * position of determi- 
nation,’ in Which —— hall a ¥ whe te to find him. 


fle can © stand prostrate,”’ or * ie@upright,” on his *‘ fun- 


damental features.’ dino one be ahle -_— tell What he 
YY \ al Lr tk it a 4 ah. “4.09 gi Ors > ry (ee OQ hy = 
Neans, or Vv eet me 13 chOouUs. bo Rae e tilm & humMmMmMi ries 
aa heals pt ee aha saa ek et — = e ie 
rOp, Woul 2 to sin QR HUT A fookins- ‘ bade = mi is ht 
+3 > 7,8 s “th » es aa ° . $ 
break, but could 3 use it. The Solicitor and Attor- 
Pe oo . . 
ney rx) or fi! 5 ee Y 2 Ord , are Your er £4? SEMINME?TS. eaths 
<7 ae enters | ear io i - 
it into ai hands iy Al id its long , ud, wr, pa ke hen 
shall consisa ali the aceetnbly into the arms of Morpheus. 
} . C, sahans rh sho +3] inof neve hoor rom 9 ri go> 4 he 
Ru OVC rt CPC erchermeticd adel hdeav & meen  & {oO eeiivse Uaart 
7") * . }: y »- % ee . ~ >) oe a P "% 
hio e with has ‘ AUS DUVAICS, and °° oresum OLidi of 
k ; 


ret hia ss Bat i must address myself directly to 
* *,. j ~ } a1 ies . } ¢ r . . yy } 2 Ld ‘ i : 
his Lerasnip, or] may be accused of bheines wanting in 
due respect, 


NOW, tien, ny ford Castlereash, yourely much aa X 
the expressions of foyadty, which have been forwarded 
to the throne. This is very kind osm yerr part ; ior 
aildiesses have every where stated they had 20 refianes 
Whatever upon your Lordship, nor an 


ip, nor anv care whether the 

- istry Were sent to dig gravel, or hoe voatatoas, ‘The 
. ? . . s 

friends. vou boast of) disclaimed apy connection with vou. 

‘Oe sj sad t| se V Were ON:SV UAGKi9us TO COnVeV the CA HELA 
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aion of their attachment to the King, and the Coenatitu- 
tion. They begged signatures, upon the merit of hay- 
ing no connection with you-—they canvassed for appreba- 
tion, by declaring “ their addresses were not intended to 
convey any approbation of your measures ;” and yet your 
lordship has a perfect reliance upon them! But, per- 
haps, you, my lord, believe yourself the King, whon 
these addressers have assured of their affection! Is it se, 
my lord? Are you, our sovereign lord, and master ? 
Are the loyal addresses, notwithstanding their assevera- 
tions to the contrary, all kneeling before the ercat Baal 
of the Treasury? Is it you whom they are worshipping 
in spirit, and in truth? Has the language of /oyadty and 
duty been addressed tou King ¢ ‘astlereagh ? Surely, the 
loyal addressers, the defeated, batiled, disgraced mino- 
rity of loyal addressers, cannot be so base as to “ stand 
prostrate,” before your lordship’s © fundamental fea- 
tures!” They are not so despicable as this. They are 
weak, ignorant, conteieptible, and interested enough ina 
all conscience: but they are not such base-born hinds 
as to kneel before the noble grandson of a Scotch aig 
who ailects to despise the tower orders? P lay, 
lord, permit them to have same respect for cious, 
Saecoves little if may be; for ‘-ihe man who has for- 
feited his own esteem, thinks all the world has the same 
consciousness, at is what he deserves to be—a wretch!” 
f recogmse your Lordsuip’s genuine spirit in the de- 
claration, thal ‘* no minister could ever appear in the 
** House of Commons, who had lost the ronfidence of the 
‘country! After being yourself so many years an evi- 
denee of i falsehood of the proposition, it required 
your undlushi ine insolenace to proclaim jt in that ——-— 
uouse. Your iordship may turn round upon your pur- 
suers, and say you have not fost the contidence of the 


eI “* ey 7 , we. s* «~ = - - " 4 
essence + be CAMW35C Gi never JIoasse: sol a? < And, ther fa 
the qui; CY m1 eyed ats motlier had horns. aitd| nis father 
: ; , . 
a t chba . beeat inf th is ee bak ver tos} such MVYEHARLES, and 
34 ‘ ae i PY >, 
< . o e¢ . - . . aol er ; i « be -* 
theret.: 4 were possessed Of the M4 You i%} ay arcue thei 
‘ ° ‘ 7 a F 1. “Th 
AS VOU Nevel iO tae tonlidence ot tt j2@ Poe! vial , De C430 TS - 
iy 93 z —e said nae of i - a oe ’ 
OFe VOu are in possession of 34 , Pia id? Pee iae, ade AVE, 
tT : 094 . _¢ : + o- * . 
will sak: gmacme laat you never had ary ining of tue 
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Commons removing a minister not possessing the conti- 
dence of the people, it would be, sometimes, an induce- 
ment to protect him, from a fellow-fee Jing ; for it has 
been said, or sung, that the Flouse of C ‘ommons has not 
the confidence of the people! Your lordship may yet 
have some key to the riddle of your language, which it 
may be as well to furnish us with, when next you speak 
of the people and the county 4. if YOU Possess the con- 
fidence of the people, your people can only mean 
the confederated host of caterpillars who fatten on the 
public herbage :—rnd if you serve the country in its difti- 
culties—your country consists of the adventurers whose 
difficulties you relieve at the expence of the common 
interest ! 

On Tuesday week, [ find you playing a new character. 
With your handkerchief ready to apply to your eyes, if 
perchance they should be over run with tears, you pro- 
tess “* great sympathy | in the distresses of the people 
The proof } The proof! my Lord. Let us have some 
proof of this. Give up three-fourths of your salary. 
The remainder will be a full equivalent for all 
your “services.” Tell your comrades to do like- 
wise—to take a hittle of the weight of their harpy 
claws, fur the sures on the public back. ‘Tell the land- 
holders they have nu right to dowble rents, when the 
farmers cannot tive. Tell the tythe-holders not to gripe 
so hard; and bid the taxyatherer catch a little of you 
“* sreat sympathy,” and not drill men into a love of their 
country, by taking away their furniture, and turning fa- 
milies destitute in the public streets, to beg their way to. 
workhouses! Some proof of your “ oreat sy ympathy,” my 
Lord, is wanting, besides this pouting assertion. Butit 
will be looked for in vain. It resembles the bishop's 
blessing. Your Lordship had not parted with it, had it 
been worth any thing! 

You can tind no means of relieving the distress, as you 
assert it is not occasioned by the state of the law, on any 
particular subject. ‘This is another fallac y. The state of 
the representation occasions most of the evils ; and to it 
may be traced most of the distress. if the people had 
the management of their own affairs; they would ma- 
nage them much better than your Lordship has managed 
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v‘hem. Our ports would be filled with the abundance of 
other countries ; and theirs would be profitably supplied 
with the commodities we can spare. Distress might 
then preva, and undoubtedly it would; but it would 
be the distress of improvidence, or accident ; not ‘the 
distress which the system entails on millions of the most 
able, and the most industrious—not the distress which 
iinds egual evils of abundance of produce, and abun- 
dance of population ! 

I must for the present bid your Grace, your real 
Lordship, and your Lordsbip by courtesy, adieu. I have 
paid my respects in the best manner Iam able ; and hope 
to your perfect satisfaction. By next Christmas, I hope 
his Grace will have finished his political studies: ; that 
Lord Liverpool will have realized cinta to retire ; and 
leave poor Castlereagh to carry on the business of the 
nation on hes own account. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 








From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 
CONVERSIGN OF THE JEWS.—THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
LEANING ON THE ARMS OF ZACHARIAH LEVI, AND 
M. N. ROTHSCHILD. 


| have more news for thee, and rare news it is. The Chris- 
tian religion shall vow stand to eteruity, as written down in the 
liturgy of the Church. of England. I tell thee, neither fiend 
nor demon shall shake in future any of the thirty-nine articles ; 
for anew miraculous alliance has taken place, “which ensures 
their stability, [lus event is no less than the conversion of the 
Jews /// > Tknow not whether the ‘“ London Society, for ma- 
nufacturing worse Christians out of bad Jews,” has been the 
immediate instrument of this important chauge; although it 
may be guessed their principle of action has been at work. It 
consisted of a judicious application of money, meat, and clothes - 
and such adepts had the society become, that no sooner had 
thev obtaimect the means of clothing, feeding, and paving a Jew, 
than they found a Jew to accept of money, meaf, and ciothes ! 
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Hitherto the London Society has made no converts, but by 
similar means; and of persons, whose integrity has been sadly 
suspected; but now they appear to have soared higher, and 
converted twv. who, though very fond cf money, can hardly be 
said to want it. Like all other converts, they are extremely 
zealous for their new faith, aud rank among its most eager de- 
fenders. Their names are Zachariah Levi, of Stamford Hill, 
and. the famous contractor with the Holy Alliance, M. N. 
Rothschild ! The first, Mi. devi, nas signed the Hatkney 
Joyal address, “fin which it is complained of the prevalence ot 
blasphemy, and sedition, as tending to subvert the faith of 
curisr!? Flere is a conscientious Jew for you! One, who 
in his new born Christian zeal, accuses al} the rabbis and elders 
of his nation, as blasphemous, for not receiving the Christian 
faith! ¢ht ah! the b/esphemers are discovered at last, in 
Duke’s Place! As for the traitors, they have been discovered 
to reside in ———- ———-. What an affection must Mr. Levi 
have for “ the faith of Christ!” How hurt he must be to hear 
it doubted, or questioned! Good Mr. Levi, you shall be made 
a Bishop—when 1 am Archbishop of Canterbury! ‘Then comes 
Nir. Rothschild. He signs the Londen Loyal Declaration, in 
which it is said, “ We declare it to be our firm and unalterable 
“‘ purpose, to maintain OUR HOLY RELIGION, in all its pu- 
“rity!” This is good aga —very good! Mr. Rothschild 
shall also be a Bishop, for his zeal, when I have the disposal of 
mitres! The very Jews, thou seest, are touched at the pro- 
funity of the times: and turn Christians to defend the esta- 
blished Church! How grateful the Ministers ought to feel for 
their new allies! Mr. Rothschild will lend them money at tive 
per cent, and defend the Church for nothing, as a tit-bit thrown 
ywsto the bargain. Some unbelieving Israelites say he did not 
know what he signed ; but such a man is not accustomed to put 
his signature dowi so easily. He examines his earthly bonds 
before he signs them; and he would not surely give a draft on 
Heaven, which he did not mean te take up. Nor will I listen 
to the vile suggestion, that he meant to shelter himself under 
the evasion, that he knew such 2 draft would not be accepted. 
Others say that he would sign any thing upou the same terms ; 
but this I cannot understand, until | know what the terms are. 
{t is, however, certain, that these conversions portend no good 
to Judaism ; for should their Messiah now come, it could hardly 
be expected that Messrs. Levi and Rothschild would desert their 
post, as defenders of the established Church, to follow him. 

The Jews had always an affection for monarchy ; of which 
aot even a race of most unmerciful kings could cure them. 
At frst they demanded a king, against the will of heaven ; and 
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the Blessine was conferred on them, with much reluctance. 
Have a king, however, they would; and this attachment to 
royalty, might have accounted for the signature of a loyal de- 
claration, fiad nothing been mentioned about ‘ the caurch,” er 
the “ faith of Christ?” A Jew wouldcof necessity have shunned 
ail seeming indiffererice to the faith of his forefathers.  ‘Phet: 
rabbis take ail possible care to prevent auy insult to. the 
established religions of His country; but they take as much 
rouble to persuade the Jews not to adopt any of its doetrines. 
Had these ventlemenu been true [sraclites, it follows they could 
not have signed Uno loyal document, because it would have 
been an evert act of treason to Judaism. fT must therefore 
think Messrs. Levi and Rothschild, are really converted ; and { 
expect, at the next anniversary of the London Society for the 
conversion of the Jews, to see these two new babes of grace, 
walk in procession to the baptismal rite, and then back again to 
the London tavern, te be exhibited upou the table, in order to 
procure new sudscriplions! ‘The Archbishop of Canterbury 
ought to ordain a solemn fast, for this accession of two Jews to 
defend the church, which bis own conduet has brought into 
danger! Never did the established chureh need such sup- 
port. Its own children have turned traitors to its best in- 
terests, and abandoned its precepts in the hour of trial. Hew 
gratifying then, while Christian priests, become unbelieving 
as Jews, and prefer the commandments of the Archbishep 
of Canterbury, and the morality of the bishop of London, 
to the commandmeuts and worality of Chust—how gra- 
tifying, I say, itis, to perceive that Jews relinquish their ancient 
prejudices, and step forward to detend the faith, “ as it 1s in 
Christ.” | hope, hewever, tt 15 not fer the advanlages of the 
episcopal church. Their trading spirtt is such, that a shade 
of suspicion may pass over suspicious minds, on this head. 
Mitres are very costly things ; and bishoprics have large reve- 
nues, A fat deanery is worth all the flocks of Jacob. A pre- 
bend’s stall is avery convement accommodation ; and a snug 
vicarage, In a sporting country, Is not to be despised. — All these 
things, well displayed by the Loudon Society, may bave tempted 
these unbelievers to profess the true faith, but we wali hope 
more charitably, that they have found themselves out to he 
great sinners, in need of grace and repentance, and thus ask of 
uely church the absolution and remission of their mauttold 
offences, 

Lord Holiand most unnercifully rallied them, on the happy 
change : and insisied that Mr. Rothseluld was a Jew, stili, im 
spite of this evidence of 4:13 christianity. It is very hard, 2 
man cannot crawl into the lizhi, without being observed; and 
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155 still harder to be thrown back into the darknes>. Surelw, 
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instead of this, the new proselytes ought to be encouraged , 
and, in return for their encouragement, they would probably 
walk with the address round Duke’s Place, Rosemary Lane, and 
other places of resort for Israelites, to obtain the signatures ot 
their brethren. Or, perhaps, they may get up a loyal and reli- 
gious address, sigped entirely by Jews who are willing to defend 
the church against its recreaut children. Messrs, Rothschild 
and Levi shall be the commanders of the new faithful; and 
when Judaism is entirely eradicated, and the spirit of Radical 
Reform annihilated, verily they shall have their fall reward. 
At present they must be conten. with empty praise. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


——— 


Ciry Lovartyrs-—On Wednesday a meeting of the Merchants, 
Bankers, Traders, and others, took place at the Mansion House, 
the Lord Mayor in the Chair, to repel the insinuations of the Hole 
and Corner men, who had gotup asnug meeting at the London 
Tavern, and had charged the Citizens with sedition and blasphemy. 
Irritated by the anticipated exposure of their hypocrisy, they col- 
lected together all their friends, and the manner in which they 
conducted themselves, ilustrates very prettily the mode im which 
the friends of secial order, and religion, and morality, act, when 
their hypocrisy is threatened with detection, All the clamour, at 
al! the popslar weetings, for the last two gears, combined, dul net 
equal tbe velling, and brawling, of the advocates of Church and 
King, in the Egyptian Hall. Perfectly aware that their orators 
had nothing to say, in defence of their sneaking declaration ; they 
took effectual care that no demand should be made upon’ their 
vloquence, The herd of social-order brawlers had been’ collected 
early in the morning ; and might amount to three hundred, the 
main body of which was in the centre of the room. A division 
took possession of the front of the hustings ; and :mall parties 
were detached to various corners of the hall, Ther seemed to 
have received orders not to permit any one to be heard; {for they 
were cs loud in their clamour against their own party, as their op- 
ponents; and Sir William Curtis is much indebted to them for 
the vehement clamour with which he was received ; for it might be 
supposed, by those who did not know him, that he really could 
have spoken, had he beep permitted. Itis but too customarg¢, at 
all genteel meetings, to clamour down obooxious sentiments: but 
the loyalists, the social-order loving loyalists, have improved upon 
this: and conscions that all the arcument would be acainst them, 
they drown every thing in one wild uproar of confuton., Some of 
them were very jocular ; and one proposed three cheers for the 
Baron Bergami; but withdrew his motion, on an amendment beine 
moved that Mrs. Fitzherbert, and certain other illustriens ladies, 
snuuld receive the like tribute of approbation. 
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‘s My Masters of Misrule! I have a erow to pluck with you.” 
Ovp Pray. 


ne 


356. Since every good is, for the most part if not al- 
ways, accompanied by some evil, aud caunot be separated 
from it, we are to co nsider which predominates; and 
accordingly determine our choice by taking both or leav- 
ing both. To apply this to libels:—If men be suffered to 
preach or reason publicly and freely upon certain subjects,— 
as for instance, upon philosophy, rebgion, or goveroment,— 
they may seayon wrongly, irreligiously, or seditiously, and 
sometimes will do so, and by such means may possibly now 
and then mislead an ignorant aud unwary person,—and if they 
be suffered to write their thoughts, the mischief may be stilk 
more diffusive; but if they be not permitted by any or all these 
ways, 20 commynicate their opinions oy improvements to one 
another, the world must soon be overrun with barbarism, su- 
perstition, injustice, tyranny, and the most stupid ignorance. 
They will know nothing of the nature of government beyond a 
servile submission to power ; nor of religion, more than a blind 
adherence to unintelligible speculations, and a furious and im- 
placable animosity to a!! whose mouths are not formed to the 
zame sounds ; nor will they have the liberty or means to search: 
nature, and investigate her works, which employment may break 
4 uper received and gainful opinions, and discover hidden and 
darling secrets. Particular societies shall be established and 
endowed, to teach them baekwards, and to share in their plun- 
der; which societies, by degrees, fram the want of opposition, 
shall grow as ignorant as themselves; armed bands shall rivet 
their chains, and their haugkty governors assume to be gods, and 
be treated as such, im proportion as they cease to have human 
<ompassion, knowledge, and virtue. kn short, their capacities 
will not be beyond the beasts in the field, and their condition 
worse; which is universally true in those governments where 
they lie under those restraints. On the other side what mis- 
chief is done by libels to balance all these evils? They seldom 
or hever annoy an innoeent man, or promote any considerable 
error. Wise and honest men laugh at them, aud despise them ; 
and such arrows always fly over their heads, or fall at their feet. 
it King James had acted according to his coronation oath, aad 


Vou. VI. No. 5. 
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kept to the law, Li//ibullero might have been tuned long enough 
before he had been sung out of his kingdoms. And if there 
had been vo South Sea scheme, orif it had been justly executed, 
there had been no libels on that head, or but very harmless ones. 
Most of the world take part with a virtuous man, and punish 
calumny by the detestation of it. The best way to prevent 
libels, is—not to deserve them, and to despise them, and then 
they always lose their furce: for certain experience shews us, 
that the more notice is taken of them, the more they are pub- 
lished. Guilty men alone fear them, or are hurt by them, whose 
actions will not bear examination, and therefore must not be ex- 
amined. Itis fact alone which aunoys them ; for if you will 
tell notruth, I dare say you mey have their leave to tell as many 
lies as you please. ‘The same is true in speculative opinions. 
You may write nonsense and fol!y as long as you think fit, and 
no one complains of it but the bookseller: but if a bold, bo- 
nest, and wise book sallies forth, and attack those who think 
themselves secure in their trenches,—then their camp isin dan- 
ger, they call out all hands to arms, and their enemy is to be 
destroyed by fire, sword, or fraud. But it is senseless to think 
that any truth can suffer by being thoroughly searched or exa- 
mined into; or that the discovery of it can prejudice true 
religion, equal government, or the happiness of society, in any 
respect. ‘fruth has so many advantages above error, that she 
Wants only to be shewn, to gain admiration and esteem ; and we 
see every day that she breaks the bonds of tyranny and fraud, 
and shines through the mists of superstition, and ignorance: 
and what then would she do, if these barriers were removed, 
and her fetters taken off ?—JoAn Trenchard. Cato’s Letters, 


1722 


a 


357. Your honours must needs be sensible, that I have written 
with some eagerness against passive obedience ; but I gave you 
such a sampler of that doctrine in the beginning of this humble 
address, as will justify the utinost sharpness of expression, and 
will answer for me in treating the preachers of it as public ene- 
mies; and so T have treated them, and not as mine; though it 
is very hard for a man to separate his private resentments from 
his public zeal, when his sufferings have been all for the public, 
us that mingles them together, and he cannet possibly know 
them asunder tll such time as these common enemies have 
“ra public amends for their wrong done to the naticii—not to 
um. So the great Samson, when he was making his last effort 
UDCN his count \ "5 Hemics, nebis vers praver ice) God for crtrao; a: 
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nary assistance, could not forbear mentioning ‘Ins own two eyes .” 
1 do not care for my two eyes, God! thou knowest it.” But 
sharpness of language signifies nothing, where there is more need 
of the severity of laws. For, shall a poor pick-pocket, or high- 
wayman, be hanged for taking away a little loose money ; —and 
these wholesale thieves—who strip a nation ef their lives, liber- 
lies, estates, and all they have—not be looked after ? "Tis 
irue, they have uot the money; but if the pickpocket, by con- 
veyance, deliver the money to the ballad-singer, it will be shared 
at night by all the rules of erase i fair. I liad rather 
have” my house robbed for once and away, than to be told b 
pretended churchmen, that a King has a Nicer to my coffers, 
and that all persons he sends on that errand are irresistible. { 
had rather live in prison, than have my liberty lie at the same 
lay; aud it is better for a nation (though there is no need of it) 
to die and go off the stage, than live a dog’s life at- any one 
man’s mercy whatsoever. 1 will add further, that though T have 
becu More couversaut with prisons than with palaces, yet I have 
left me that natural idea of honour, that I would scorn to be 
ihe prince of a passive-obedience nation. It degrades a King, 
aud gives him the meanest office in the world, and the most dis- 
honourable employment, For, whereas, a herdsman and a mu- 
lateer are mean c allings —because they only govern cattle, soa 
King—because he governs a vast number of men like himself, 
brave, wise, and free, is in the most exalted station that 1s 
upon earth ;-—he is King of Kings, and ts served by princes. — 
Rev. Saauel Johnson, An Argument on the Abrogation of 


King James, 1089, (In the Address to the Commons, pre- 
7 
fixed.) 


358. When Rome was thought to be in the utmost danger from 
‘the contest between Marius and Sylla, the consul Octavius was 
advised to arm the slaves for the preservation of the republic ; 
he rejected a proposal so unconstitutional ;—for the. Romans 
thought it dangerous to put arms into the hands of slaves. Our 
free British policy directs us hardly to trust arms in any other 
hands than those of slaves: for we have no slaves in Britain, 
but the soldiery. That they are slaves—slaves for life—in the 
strictest sense of the word, will appear manifest to every per- 
son who attends to the proper definition of slavery, viz. being 
obliged to submit for life to the absolute command of another, 
todo ox to suffer whatever the superior imposes on hini—without 

redress.—-James Burgh. Political Disquisitions. 1774. 
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359. Your Lordships are, { am sure, all convineed, that the 
happiness—the essence of our coustitution dees not depend 
upon outward forms, but upon realities. Our constitution 
does uot depend: upon our always having a parliament, but upon 
that parliament's being independent of the administration,— 
upon its belay in the power of parliament, to examine severely, 
and judge impartially, the conduct and the measures of those 
employed if the administration, to represent the grievances, and 
watch over the liberties-and properties of the people of this na- 
tion, and to, take away evil counsellors from before the King.. 
But if ever a majority of both houses of parliament shoulda 
come to be composed of gentlemen, whose daily bread—or at 
least their chief support—depended entirely upon the favors of 
the crowa,—can it be imagined, that it would then be in the 
power of piarliament—-to examine freely or judge impartially 
the conduct of these favorites—to relieve the people fiom the 
oppressions brought upon them by such favorites—or io tell 
their Sovereign any ungrateful truths about those whom he had 
thought fit to employ as ininisters ? Would not an.arbitrary ve- 
gative be then put upon all such questions. in- parliament ? 
Would not the best designs of the uncorrupted and indepen- 
dent few, be baffled by a corrupt and slavish majority? And 
shall any question which tends towards the preventing such a 
misfortune, have now the ill fate to be rejected by your lord- 
ships ?—arl of Chesterfield. Debates in the Lords. 1734 


et oe 


360. Of alt the rules that ever were given to judge of reli- 
gions by, you offer me the most fallacious—the examples of 
professors. For, if the authority and strictness of discipline be 
it, we must’ leok after, the bonzi amongst the Chinese carry it 
away from alll read of; if we must go to preciseness of 
conversation or demure carriage, our present Quaker might lay 
before us a great temptation. But, to speak seriously, holiness 
of life being the great duty of every Christian, is doubtless too 
a grand glory to any church; and that religion, the principles 
whereof do most effectually lead to sincerity therein, does. de~ 
serve to bear away the belle: vet to constitute the sanctity of any 
man (whose outside only is to us discernable) the main guide 
n religious elections, cannot be other than a most unsafe course, 
—Sir Christopher Wyvill, Bart.—The Pretensions of the 
triple Crown examined, Ge. G72. 


+ 
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WHIG PROJECTS OF REFORM. 


An article. in the Edinburgh Review, for-November 
sast, will attract considerable notice, as developing the’ 
professed views of a certain party, as to the future defu= 

sion of the public. Its appearance has alarmed many of 
the party. It had received the sanction of some few of 
ihe most prominent of the party, and was sent to.press ; 
but having been more generally perused, it was feared it 
was too plain a statement for publicity, at ¢/ds juncture, 
and it was wished to suppress it; but so many copies: 
were in circulation, that it would “have been a vain at- 
tempt. It seems to us to have been a manifesto of what. 
a new Whig ministry would have proposed on the subyect 
of Re form, When it was presumed the party would 
have been placed at the helm of aflairs. It professes 
to discard as two equally objectionable extremes, the 
demand of universal suffrage, and the total rejection of 
reform, in order to unite all "the moderate jreformers in. 
one phalanx, in the hope of obtaining seceders from the 
two rejected classes. Its object was. to reconcile the 
nation, either to the postponement of reform ; or to such 
a change as would effect no retorm ; and it is therefore a 
series of fall cies, connected with some common-place 
truths. Jor instance:—one of its early propositions. is 
ihat “ constitutions are the growth of tine!” If it 
mean that liberty must have time to shoot out of the soil - 
of despotisna, it is agreed; and that the spring ef en- 
quiry, must precede the summer of reason; but that itis 
necessary to plant despolic systems, that liberal institn- 
tions may be engratted upon them gradually is ridieus 
lous. America bas given a variety of | instances, in which 
constitutions adapted to the wants and wishes of the peo- 
ple, may be tormed in a few weeks. 


The -reviewer says:— A difference of opinion may be en- 
tertaied on the expediency of some civil institutions, and the 
ippertance of others; but that no nation can be tree, without 

some Representation of the yr ople, 1 Is one of the vely few 


bositions, mM which all mien who pretend to a love of liberty 
2Te agreed, ”» 
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Now, oman, pretending to any love of liberty could 
think, or dare say, that *S sume representation” 16 
enough to make a nation free. It is only in absolute and 
general representation, that freedom can exist. To all 
who are excluded from the benefits of representation, 
there is no representation. The unrepresented are like 
the slaves of North America. Its freedom exists not 
for them, for they are not participators in its blessings. 

A strange distinction is made throughout the article, 
between safety, and justice. This is the grand basis of 
all the delusion. Rights have been usurped from the pec- 
ple which the people reclaim. “Ob, dear!” say these lack- 
a-daisical politicians, “itis very true, you have been sadly 
cheated ; but, good lackea-day! what is to be done. 
The good people who have got your property are become 
very fond of it, and won’t like to part with it. There is 
no law left for you; aud if you make any disturbance, 
they wil! break your heads before they give it up,” and 
to save our heads, they wish us to abandon our rights, 
and see whether we caanst get afew privileges in re- 
turn. If we will Jet them keep a ministerial majority 
in the Liouse of Commons, we may hope for a littls 
change. We subjoin the propositions, on which it is 
suggested to bottom this mockery of reform :—- 
































“ The conditions to be exacted from the proposcr of a pa- 
cific plan of reformation, seem to be the following. 


‘“ First, It ought to provide for a real and considerable in- 
crease of the direct power of the bedy of the people, in the 
Commons’ House of Parliament. 


‘““A plan, which did not fulfil this condition, would neither 
unite moderate Reformers, nor detach sensible and reputable 
men from more extensive plans of change. It would be of lit- 
tle value, therefore, in the eyes of those who might be persuad - 
ed to employ Reform as an instrument of conciliation. 


Here it will be seen, we are led to imagine that a real 
and considerable increase of the direct. power of the 
people should be introduced into the House of Commons. 
tis not to be a full restoration of all the power of the 
people, but a real and considerable increase; which 
sagt take place, and leave the ministerial majority en- 
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tirely untouched. We shall soon shew that it is the ob- 
ject to leave that majority untouched; and ‘* mock the 
‘ people with a shew of freedom.” 


«Secondly, it ought to furnish a reasonable security, that it 
will not be the source of new dangers to the other institutions 
and establishments of the kingdom. 


“ Without this condition, it would be treachery to propose 
itto those who at present have the chief iufluence on ‘public 
affairs. They have unquestionably a right te such a security; 
and it would be folly to expect that they would not demand it. 
No reform which does not satisfy this condition, can be a pa- 
cific measure,” 


This reasonable security for other abuses, which are 
to be met with in our establishments, is the grand object 
of all mock reforms. That which is just will secure it- 
self. That which is unjust in any institution, or esta- 
blishment, ought to be abolished. 


“ Thirdly, It ought to be founded, not only on general rea- 
sons of political expediency, but in the acknowledged princi- 
ples, and, as far as may be, in the established, and even tech- 
nical forms of the British Constitution. 


_ This condition is a strong preservative against disunion 
among the reformers, and the best, if not the only security, which 
any plan of reform can offer, that its adoption will lead to no 


changes, but those which are contemplated and avowed by its 
authors.” 


This poletical expediency, and these technical forms, 
are all evidences of evasion, and duplicity. Justice is the 
only true expediency. Besides, what Reformer wants a 
security that reform shall introduce no uncontemplated 
change. It must introduce many changes not contem- 
plated, as it would effectually enable the government to 
keep pace with the progress of the age: the want of which 
faculty has hitherto ruined every ancient system. 


“ Fourthly, It should, if possible, be peculiarly founded on | 
such constitutional princ:ples as present a distinct and visible | 
limit to its operation, so as to lead, by no necessary conse- 
quence, to the adoption of other measures, and to leave ail 


future questions of that nature to be discussed on their own in- 
trinsic merits, 
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“Tt cbhvious, that a plan of peace ought not to be éim- 
broiled by the demand of any sacrifices of opinion respecting 
tuture controversies; but justice requires, that it should be 
so framed, that the party which yields should, at the time of 
the transaction, clearly see all the consequences of his con- 
cession.” 


This dimit to the operation of reform, before it shall 
have proceeded to any useful extent; to prevent the 
yeelding party from being committed too far, is very 
ingenious. Who are the parties to yield? The wsurpers 
of public rights! Would it not be a great pety, they 
should be compelled to yield too much ? 


“ Fifthiy, As a consequeace of the previous conditions, the 
plan should be such a> may be reasonably expected to be pro- 
posed and carried, by an administration friendly to Reform, but 
mviolably attached to the Constitution, 


«All the previous conditions are general, and some of them 
perhaps rather abstract. This last divests them of their gene- 
rality, and brings them inte the Jight of practice :-—- no Reform 
can ever be peaceably carried, otherwise than by a frendly 
administration :-—all plans which will not bear the test of thts 
condition, are either delusions or istruments of revolution. 
Whoever seriously intends Reform, and sincerely designs 
nothing more, epght constantly to bear in mind, in framing his 
wlan, how a minister could propose it in the Cabinet, or move 
jt the House ot Commons.” 


This is again delusion. No cabinet will ever be 
friendly to an effectual reform ;-—no House of Com- 
mous, constituled as it now is, will listen to any effectual 
retorm ; but we now arrive at the proposed reform in 
two general resolutions, which are thus introduced :— 


“The foundations of such a Reform as might fulfil all these 
conditions, may be found, we think, in the two General Rese- 
lutions moved by Lord John Russell, on the 14th of December 
1619, affer a speech, which combined the prudence of a States- 
man with the enlarged views of a Philosopher. ‘These Resolu- 
fons are as follows —- 


es ¢ 


1. That itis expedient that all boroughs in which gross 
and potorious bribery and corruption shall be found to prevail, 
shall eease to return Members to serve in Parliament. 
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«<6. That it is expedient that the nght of returuing Mem- 
bers to serve in Parliament, so taken from any Borough which 
shall have been proved to have been guilty of bribery and cor- 
ruption, should be given to some great towns, the population 
ot which shall not be less than 15,000 souls; or to some of the 
largest counties.’ ” 


“J. The first article in a wise plan of reformation, would, 
in our opinion, be the immediate addition of twenty Members to 
the House of Commons, to be chosen by the most opulent, and 
populous of the communities which are at present without di- 
rect representation ; with such varieties, in the right of suffrage, 
as the local circumstances of each community might suggest, 
but inall of them on the principle of a widely diffused fran- 
chise. In Scotland, Glasgow ought to be included; in Ireland 
we think there are no unrepresented communities to which the 
principle could be applied.” 


The mere fact of only one place being mentioned in 
Scotland ; and the statement that /redand has no unre- 
presented communities, shews the cloven foot. The 
head quarters of reform, in England, are the manufac- 
turing districts; and they are to be satisfied, with the 
sop of pretended representation, Glasgow has been 
rather forward, and it is to be included; but Ireland 
havine said nothing about reform, has no unrepresented 
places, and needs no reform, although two thirds of the 
ministerial majority are drawn from thence. 


The Reviewers idea of the nature of the right of suf- 
frage is whimsical enough. We inay laugh at it here- 
after, as all our readers will at present, but we have now 
only space to transcribe it. 


“The Second part of our Plan, would be the adoption of 
more citectual means tor the disfranchisement of delinquent 
boroughs, This is a part of the subject, on which the priuct- 
ples are very evident; but the means of carrying them into 
effect are uot so clear. The elective franchise 1s a political 
right, conferred on individuals for the public advantage: As 
such, it may be withdrawn for adequate reasons of general in- 
terest. But itis also a privilege and advantage to the holder; 
of which, without strong reasons, he is not to be deprived. It 
bolds a middle station between office and property: --like the 
former, li is a tract; bututis one which ought not easily or 
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often to be withdrawn. On the other hand, 4s the advanisge 
af the holder 4 only one of its secontlary objects, it has not 
the sacred and inviolable nature of Property. The supreme 
power nhich gave tt may wi thdra 1 2f,---not indeed on hgut 
grounds, but without either that rl of delinquency, 9: 
that sort of evidence, which might be requtred in +s forfe:. 

ture of a purely private right. itis not, either 1 Th prin. 
ciple or prudence, variable at will; nor is the Legislatuge 
bound, in its abrogation, to observe the rules of courts of 
judicature.” 


We cannot avoid remarking here, that in our view of 
the subject, God is the author of the elective franchise, 
by conferring the right of existence. When he with- 
draws it, akc course, it is extinguished. 


The picture of Scoteh representation, as dravn by the 
Reviewer, is a fine a specimen of juggling despotism as 
we have over met with; and yet Glasgo: r atone ought 
to be included in a new scheme of representation! 


“fn Scotland, there is no pepular election: All the Bo 
roughs are in the hands of what would in England be called 
Close Corporations. ‘The whole number of voters for the 
thirty-three Counties of Scotland 13s about 2700; the greatest 
number in any suigle county does snot exceed 300; and in some, 
they are we believe less than thirty,’ 


We have not time to analyze the vast mass of ab- 
surdity which this essay contains; and we shall now dis- 
miss it with a remark on a statement, which earries 
fraud and falsehood on its faee. UU declares that * uni- 
*- versal suflrage would be an institution Aostife é 
S doherty, while aq representative assembly chosen by 
“targe bodies of all classes, MUST - neruddy prove @. 
* faithful and equal vdardian of the rivhts of all men.” 
— is the assertion. The facts are. thal tier suf. 
fragze in America has been found a faithful ONear dian of 
pu wbtic Ii iberty ; while a representation of alt classes, in 
this country, and it has been tried ino no ather, has 
delivered freedom tied hands and feet inte the hands of 
its direst enemies, 
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STATE OF IRELAND. 
eR 


The following melancholy picture of this ill-fated land ’ is 
thus drawn by a cotemporary publication :— 

‘So great, and so long has been the mis-government of Ire- 
jand, that we verily believe the empire would be much stronger, 
if every thing wa open sea between England and the Atlantic, 
and if skates and codfish swam over the fair iand of Ulster. 
Such jobbing, such profligacy—so much direct tyranny and op- 
pression—such an abuse of God's gifts—-such a profanation of 
God’s name for the purposes of bigotry and party spirit, cannot 
be exceeded in the history of civilized Europe, aud will long re- 
main amonument of infamy and shame to England. But it 
will be more useful to suppress the indignation which the very 
name of freland inspires, and to consider impartially those 
causes which have marred this fair portion of the creation, and 
kept it wild and savage in the midsi of improving Europe. 

“ The great misfortune of Trekand is, that the mass of the 
people have been given up ior a century to an handful of Pro- 
testants, by whom they have been treated as Helots, and sub- 
jected to every species of persecution and disgrace. 

“ Although many of the rigorous laws enacted against tlie 
Catholics are removed, vet many of a very serious and oppres- 
sive nature still remaim. The grand mistortune is, that the 
spirit which these oppressive Laws engendered remains. The 
Protestant still looks upon the C ‘atholic us a degraded being. 
The Catholic does not yet consider himself upon an equality 
with his former tyrant and taskmaster. 

“Phe common adinission now is, that the Catholics are to the 
Pro testants in freland as about 4 to 1—of which Protestants, 
not more than one Aal/ belong to the Church of Ireland. This 
is one of the most striking features in the state of freland. 
That the great mass of the population is completely subjugated 
and overawed by an handful of courparatively recent settlers,-— 


in whom all the power and patronage of the country ts vested ,—- 


who have been reluctantly compelled to desist from still greater 
abuses of authority. 


‘““These oppressious lead the Catholics to hate the Protestant 
of the Establishment, for the Unjust privileges he enjoys — 
they not only remember that the lands of their father were 
given to his father—but they find themselves forced te pay for 
the supnart of his rerigion » In the V retched s pei of age 
in Which the lower orders of fiish axe py unged, ¢ 35 nol wit 
Gut considerable effort tha: they ean pay the dew chillin: ge nie- 
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cessary for the sapport of their Catholic priest; and when thts 

is elected, a tenth of the potatoes in the garden are to be set 
out forthe support of the persuasion, the introduction of which 

into Ireland they consider as the great cause cf their political 
inferiority, and all their manifold wretchedness. | Nor isthe 

ease at all comparable to that of Dissenters paylny tithe in 

England; which case is precisely the reverse of what happens 

in Ireland ; for it is the contribution of a very small minority 

to the religion of a very large majority; and the numbers on 

either side make all the diflereuce in the argument. ‘To exas- 
perate the poor Catholic still more, the rich graziers of the 
parish—or the Squire in his parish—pay no tithe at all for, 
their grass land. Agistment tithe is abolished in Ireland ; and 
the burthen. of supporting two Churches seems to devolve upon 
the poorer Catholics, struggling with plough and spade im sunall 
scraps of dearly-rented land. 

“In Munster, where tithe of potatoes is exacted, rising: 
against the system lave constantly occurred during the last 
forty years. Tu Ulster, where no such tithe is required, these 
insurrections are unknown. ‘The double chiurel: which Ireland 
supports, and that painful visible contribution towards it which 
the poor Irishman is compelled to make from lis miserable pit - 
tance, is one great cause of those never-endmg insurrections, 
burnings, murders and robberies, which have laid waste that 
Ul fated country for so many years. The unfortunate conse- 
quence of the civil disabilities, and the church payments under 
which the Catholics labour, is a rooted antipathy to this conn. 
try. They hate the English Government from historical reeol 
lection, actual suffering, and disappointed hope; and till they 
are better treated, they will continue to hate it. At this mo- 
ment, in a period of the most profound peace, there are twenty- 
five thousand of the best disciplined and best appointed troops 
in the world in Ireland, with bayonets fixed, presented arms, 
and in the attitude of present war: nor is there aman too 
much; nor would Lreland be tenable without them. When it 
was necessary last year (or thought necessary) to put down the 
children of Reform, we were forced to make a new levy of 
troops in this country; nota man could be spared from Tre: 
land. ‘The moment they had embarked, Peep-of-day Boys, 
Heart-of-Oak Boys, T'welve-o’Clock Boys, Heart-of-Flint Boys, 
and all the bloody boyhood of the Bog of Allen, would have 
proceeded to the antient work of riot, rapine, and disaflection, 
Ireland, in short, till her wrongs are redressed, and a more li- 
beral policy is adopted towards her, will always be a cause of 
anxiety and suspicion to this country ; and, in some moment of 
our Weakness and depression, will forcibly extort what she would 
now receive with gratitude and exultation.” 


‘a = 
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TRIUMPH OF THE MINISTERS. 





‘The ministers have obtained in the House of Coinmons, a Majort- 
4y of one hundred ard onc, in favour of the insult of omitting her 
Majesty's name in the Liturgy. We shall hereafter analyse this ma- 


jority, not to satisiy our readers that it speaks not the sentiments 


of the people, of which they are all perfectly aware ;—but to shew 
them that on no important point, can the House of Commous 
ever speak in unison with the public fecling, if the ministers 
should have a contrary interest. in all such cases, it is simply 
what the minister dare do. And the courage to reinain in office, 
against a party so little identified with the people as tho Whigs; 
and inthe state of degradation to which the nation is reduced, is 
not much. The British Lion is grown old; and iame, and toothless. 
His claws are pared, and his once terrific mane only blinds himself. 
‘The veriest apes lead him where they please ; and any monkey 
may chatter in his face. We calculated littl: upon the indepen- 
dcuce of the House of Lords; forthe influence of an expected 
shower of stars, and garters, and ribbands, we knew was enough 


to bias ordinarily nodle winds. Coinpanionship, and a fellow-feel- 


ine for official sweets, we were aware would fill the courtly honey- 
pot with flies of all sorts. Yet we must not compare the relative 
-dependanee of the upper, with the absolute dependence of a great 
aiumber-of the lower house. When political adventurers,. and 
party sharpers, have obtained seats in the House of Lords, they 
ust have obtainedsomething, which may leave them the power 
of being independent. What they have already pocketed, they 


cannot be called upon to restore, for the crime of opposing the 


minister. Ther titles and fortunes are made, and secured— 
though they may be stripped of place, and precluded from further 
expectancy. ‘These circumstances may free a bold mind ocension- 


ally from its trammels ; and induce a sprited nobleman to 


entertain opinions of his own, But adventurers in the lower 
house are absolutely bound hand and foot, and thrown into 
the majority. It is wot what they think that is the question. They 
‘nay think they are doing right. Thousands for a guinea would 
think any thing; and when men are chosen for any business, care 
is no doubt taken (o choose such as shall haveno wish, or thought 
0 Opposition to their patrous. Common repute gives the Duke 
of Neweastle seven voters in the lower house. | His grace de- 
<ides evestions without heariog them; and probably selects. de- 
pendeuts with the same convenient faculty of intuitive judgment. 
Every other peer who has to manufacture a member of the lower 
house, makes it of course in his own hkeness, as far as common 
nature can be found to assimilate with noble minds. ‘The patron 
wauts servicc—the dependent, reward—but the compact is the 
sare binding upon the dependent, because servanls can be easily 


‘ 
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obtained, while the wages and perquisites are good. We mast not 
wonder, then, that these who have places to seck, and fortunes 
fo make, should even think they are doing right, to obtain them 
where they can, and hy whatever means. Their consciences are not 
fo he relied upon ; for nothing is more common than for men to 
deceive themselves. Their consciences may be very good con. 
sciences; but they may be asleep; or put on one side, hike holiday 
clothes, lest they should wear out too soon. We must take poor 
human nature as it is, and make the best of it. 

But we hope the most sceptical are now satisfied that the House 
of Commons does nol represent the people, in any legitimate sense 
of the word. It may be wiser than the people; or better than 
ihe people; but it does not represent the people, as they are ; and 
if the people have a right to he represented, they are not in pos. 
session of that important right. In an assembly elected by the 
people, fairly, instead of having a majority of a hundred and one, 
in favour of the exclusion of her Majesty's name from tle Liturgy, 
there would not have been one who had dared, on peril of his 
seat, to have defended an act so decidedly illegal—an insult so flag- 
rant. and ovtravcous. Al! who would have voted against the Bill 
of Pains and Venalties, itis anite evident, oucht to have voted 
against the omission of her Majesty’s names but the ministers 
who dare not attempt to proceed with the greater measure, ima- 
gine it easy to secure the less :—thinking that the nation will not 
be so much in earnest, or so very persevering in its endeavours te 
obtain the restoration of a name to the Liturgy as it would have 
been to defend its Queen from the fell vengeance of her vindictive 
pursuers. Sir Robert Wilson says,and says nobly, and truly, that the 
nation ought not to be satisfied with any thing short of a fulf 
restriction of every step taken against her Majesty; and that it 
will be an evidence of a slavish spirit, to rest content with less, 
which would disgrace the most abject worshippers of the great 
Mogul. But to know this, and to remedy this, are distinct matters. 
The great evil is, that those who aspire to succeed the present mi- 
nisters, have never perceived, or are too vain to confess, that a 
complete identity with the people was necessary to pave their way 
to office. They have preferred endeavouring to intrigue themselves 
into power, 1n which they have failed, and will always fail; thus 
rendering themselves suspected on the one hand, and despised on 
the other. The majority of the nation isanxtous that the present ad- 
ministration should be driven from power, before it has concluded 
the ruin of the country: but what honest man can point out the 
men whom he would choose for their successors, with any hope of 
an effectual alteration of system? Petitions for the removal of the 
ministry erowd the tables of the House of Commons; but they have 
been framed in almost hopeless indifference, because there is no 
promise of better to which the eye can turn with hope,or on which 
the heart can rely with confidence. If the Whigs had come for- 
ward like men, and given that pledge to the people, on the ques- 
tion of reform, which the country had 2 right to expect, the nation 
would have been enthusiastic in their favour, and the ministers 
would have been compelled to resizn. Instead of this. the atti- 
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tude they have assumed, has been like that of the fabled coffin ef 
Mahomet. T hoy have suspended themselves midway between the 
court and the people and have missed both. This may teach 
another lesson of the fallacy of their moderate doctrines, and the 

may feara in time, that men only moderately honest, will always 
be but very moder ately trusted. Iftbe Whigs ever read or think, 

they must know that the most moderate recard for the liberties of 
the “people will uever be acceptable at Court : and they ought tu 
kuow that they never made their way into ofee, unless borne lo 
the threshhold upon the voices of the people. Chatham was not 
chosen by, but furced upon, the King. Fox never would have en- 
tered the cabinet, had not the people opened the doors for him. 
Distrust of the people is a weed which springs spoutaneously in 
courts, aud can never be eradicated. Upon this distrust is founded 
coercion ; and courtiers never believe the people secure, until so 
manacled that they cannot move. The policy of the Whigs is not 
more consistent. ‘They have not sense or spirit cnough to remove 
the fetters entirely ; but they would lighten them a little; they 
would endeavour to persuade the nation, that light, handsome, 
polished irons, are great ornaments; and may be conveniently 
enough worn with our usual clothes! Hence, as a preference of 
evils, the Whigs might be preferred ; but no zeal in their behalf cau 
be manifested. ‘The minisiers are now triumphantly afloat again. 
Secure of majorities in both Houses, they will propose to pension 
off her Majesty ; and thus hope to get rid of the dilemma in which 
they have unadvisedly placed themselves. In some measure, how- 
ever, they will find themselves disappointed. Her Majesty has 
pretty closely identified herself with the question of reform. 
This has given great umbrage to many of the Whig leaders ; 

and has lessened their zeal in her behalf very considerably. When 
it is discovered the end of party cannot be effected, they will aban- 
don her; and she will find it is only upon the people she can rely. 
Her rights will never be fully recognized, except in a reformed 
House of Commons. “ To this complexion, it must come at last!” 
Her enemies will not change their nature; nor will those who 
have wronged her contribute to do justice upon themselves, 
This is now “perceived. The idea of any other means of obtaining 
justice for the Queen than by a reform will be abandoned by every 

one. The nation can have no hope of it. The House of Com- 
mons has decided that the ministry is justifiable, in spite of its own 
censure of their conduct, which it declared ** injurious to the 
couatry, and derogatory to the best interests of the throne.’ 
The nation and the miuisters were before at issue. ‘The nation 
is Now at issue with the boroughmongers in the House of Com- 
mons, All the friends of her Majesty must now become the friends 
of reform; because they cannot fail to see that the want of reform 
occasions the injustice of which they complain. The wrongs of 
the Queen are a practical illustration of the want of reform, which 
will convince more of its necessity, than a thousand volumes. 

Kvery one knows the universal feeling of the nation. Every one 
hears the loud execrations which are poured on the heads of 
ber persecutois. Every oue kuows that nu ministry was hele 











176 THE BLACK DWARP. 





io such general contempt, and distike, as the present. Fvery 
oue knows it is the first business, and mast important duty of a re- 
presentation of the people, to echu their abhorrence of the con 
spiracy against the Queen, aud to assist her in the recovery of the | 
rights and honours of her rank and diguity. Andes ery body must. 
nuw wee. that the present representation of the people wil] not do. 
their.duty, - We.sbal], doubtless, dertvé reat benefit frou this. . 
general, aud-impertait lesson,’ Her Majesty will now still more ~ 
decidedly avow her conviction of the necessity of Reform; be- 
ause she will now perceive, that it is the necessary prelude to 
her proper recognition. Without a reform, she must be depen- 
dent on the adimimistration for what privileges it may please them 
to bestow. Without'a Reform, she mast still wear a barren title, 
which only marks, without dignifying the wearer. Without a 
reform, she must remain in an equivocal light, amongst the people 
—as Queen, and not Queen, at the same time. Let her Ma- 
jesty then make her court, the ‘centre of the request for Parhia- 
mentary Reform. Let ber Majesty declare that it is only toa 
reformed Parliament, she-can appeal, with any prospect of obtain. | , 
Ing a.decision im unison with the opinion which the pubhe have .. 
pronunneed in her behalf. This will give spirit, tone, aud consts- 
tency to the cause-of Reforms andif ber Majesty do this, her. 
enemies will find that their own majurities agemst Reform, wit 
only accelerate ifs success. 
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TIE HOUSE OF LORDS, IN 1775. 
ee 


The following wapudlished letter of Junius, describes, 
the condition of a degraded House of Lords in.such. 
forcible terms, as to bring our theughts home. tothe 
nature of its Constitution. Though the grossiess of 
the proceedings here described are not Jikely to occur 
again; sitice every thing is on the improvement in point 
of manners; and even 


Satan himseif is wiser than of yore. 
Aad tempts by making rich, not making poor 5 


yet some of our readers may perceive some distant 
traits of the same principles, in the recent proceedings 
against the Queen, as far, at least, as some few noble 
Judges were concerned. If that writer had been now 
alive, how would his intimate acquaintance with the lit. 
tleness of the tenants of office have enabled him to strike 
them dumb, with the lightning of his indignant elo» 
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quence! Confident that his unknown, but comparativel 
all-seeing eye was about the secret paths, and that a 

as bold as able was about to expose tbem, the corruptors 
of hig day trembled in awe of their anonymous tormentor, 
as the savages tremble at the demons of their fear. 





To the Right Hon. Lord Apsley, Lord Chancellor of. 
England. ) " 


My Lorp, Feb. 1775. : 


l was a bye-stander this day, when your Lordship 
and the House of Lords decided the very important cause of 
Philip Thickness, appellant, and Peter Leigh and others, re- 
spondents: and though unconnected with the parties, and con- 
sequently uninterested in the event, F must own F was forcibly 
struck-—by a scene so novel «nd unexpected.—I stood, my 
lord, with silent awe, at the bar of that tribunal, which I had 
ever been accustomed to consider as the last refuge of injured 
justice. ¥ expected to hear a question of law, of infinite 
nicety, discussed with wisdom, and decided with integrity. 
Judge, then, niy lord, my astonishment, when, instead of that 
decency in debate, which ought to be observed, even in the 
lowest courts of justice, and which I had ever thought, in a 
pecutiar manner, characteristic of -the House of Lords, I saw 
proceedings that would have disgraced a Potish diet !—Yes, 
my tord, in all my experience of courts of justic’, I never saw 
judges so avowedly corrupt, so indecently profligate as your 
lordship. and Lord Denbigh! Lod Camden delivered his opi- 
nion oo the question, in an argument, that will carry to the 
latest times his fame and your disgrace. 

Your lordship, in answer to him, delivered your sentiments, 
I cannot call them an argument, because there was nothing that 
resembled a chain of reasoning ; and indeed your lordship 
seeined more to rely on the letter you had received from Sir 
Wrliam de Grey, and the conversation you said you had with 
Sir Eardly Wilmot, and Sir Stafford Smythe, than on any rea- 
sons you could advance in support of your decree! | 

When Lord Camden, with a decency becoming the occasion, 
and the plice in which he spoke, reminded your lordship how 
improper it-was for a judge—deciding so nice and ditkcult a 
question of property in the highest tribunal of the kingdom— 
i9 talk of opinions of men, not judges in that court, who had 
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viven their seutiments in private, probably without niucl consi- 
deratiuon of the subject, ‘most cetainiy, without hearing the 
facts stated, and the ques lion ene by council. What 
treatment did he meet with? Lord Denbigh’s atiack upon 
him was the attack of a ruffian, hired to carry through a pro- 
fligate measure hy assaasinating every man who shoal , attempt 
opposition. Your lordship’s language Was somewhat more de- 
cent: it was the language of i gnorance, Ge ‘livered with that in- 
solence, which a weak and vain man feels confident in a corrupt 
majority. 

Has your lordship still to learn, that the opinion ofa judge, 
though delivered in the course of a eatise in Open court, and 
handed down in print; yet if itis on a point not betore him, as 
a jadge, is never allowed to be cited even by counsel in argu- 
ment? And wisely so established, my lord: for the law of this 
country gives credit to the opinions of the judges, only on 
those pomts which are necessarily brought before them in the 
course of judicial proceedings. On these pons, when they 
have heard the arguments of counsel, they decide: if errone 
ously, the injur-d party has his remedy by appeal: if coiiagt- . 
ly and i iniquitously, the decision of the judge ap pears on the 
record, and he 1s amenable to Ins country’s justice. fs your 
lordship ignorant that this ts the law? Or can your lords lip 
say—or will any other man say for you—that in the course of 
his attendance on courts of law, he ever before knew 2 private 
letter, and private conversation, adduced by a judge, not as ar- 
suments, furnishing reasons for an opinion, but as authorities in 
law, to warrant his decision 4 My tord, 1 will dety your lord- 
ship, with all your long list of advisers, trom the hollow- hearted 
lord, who made you chancellor, down to the lowest driveller 
who feeds your vanity with flattery, to say, that such a sight 
was ever before exhibited in a court of justice. 

From the existence of courts of law in this island, no man 
ever, before this day, saw a private letter produced, re: id, and 
relied on, as authority by a judge, pgp cing judgment. Are 
the arguments of counsel mockery 2? Or, are the Vv supposed to 
suygest matter. to be wel: ohed by Haase who are to decide - 
The judgment of your Lordshii up, and the House of Peers, this 
day, Was avowedly founded onthe authorities of mer, who had 
never heard the queshon discussed by counsel, Uf this mede 
of decidine is fo prevail in courts of 7ustice, aroum enisb \ coan- 


e} are tiseless- Your Latha iia can deere with ¥! "3 hye atin ‘ tieny: 


notding more is requisite, than for vor lords] HD 16 write a fet- 
ter to some friend: tis aus re aa(4 i court } iy your loi ‘ship, 
ail sta! a1 11) ihe Place hott : unio Y iit Ure dineut, ds tuts 
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the wav, in which justice is to be dispensed to the subject, in 
the supreme tribunals of the country--the chancery, and House 
of Lords? 

© seats of Talbot and Hardwick: from whence those great 
and yod-like men, with a pure heart, and wisdom more than 
human, shed on this happy land the fragrant dews of Justice -" 
frou Whence the vanquished suitor was wont to retire, satisfied 
by the arguments Jie bad heard, that he had been mistaken in 
his claim —bow is your glory faded! The wretched thing, who 
now fills the place of your late bright inhabitants, attempts not 
to give reasons for his decisions, ‘but tells the suitor in plain 
terms, that he decides the cause, on the authority of a letter 
from one of his friends, who had never heard the facts opealy 
stated, or an argument from council on the subject ! 

My ‘lord, were Ll to tell a man, bred up in the courts of Talbot 
and of Hardwicke, that a ch: sncellor of this country had de- 
cided a question, on an exeeutory devise, on the authority of 
a letter from Sir William de Grey, whe had never heard an 
argument on the question —he would tell me, it was a lie—it 
was impossible ;—it would be as repugnant to all his ideas of a 
chancellor's proceedings, as if 1 was to tell him, that on the 
first day of the term, | had seen the chancellor carried round 
Westminster Hall in bacchanalian triumph, the train, mace, and 


purse, borne by three drunken trulls picked ont of a brandy- 
shop at Temple. -bar. 


My lord, men’s minds are formed by what they have been ac- 
customed to. ‘Those who remember the poiished manners, and 
elegant arguments of for..er chancellors, are shocked at your 
lordship’s brutal decision: volo, sie jubeo. My lord, I do noe 
use these expressions as imeyely similar to your lordship’s. | 
lo aver, that sisce your lordship has had the « ‘ustody of the 
great seal, I have heard you decide a question at law, argued by 
au eminent council, in these very words—i am of a ditferent 


vpinion. | heard your lordship decide in these words : 1 heard 
that very decision reversed as erroneous. 


My lord, your lordship’s conduct is become too glaringly 
despicable. When the great seal had been taken from Lord 

Camwden, for daring to speak his sentiments in partment ; and 
the ever-to-be-| lamented Yorke had, bya virtuous death, atoned 
toe severely for the weakness of an unguarded moment, (for 
who cau withstand the persuasion of Kings when they become 
suitors?) the gag wis to be stopped ; it was nec essary that the 
office of Chancellor should be filed ; your lordship was pitch- 
ed upon, by jord Mansfie ld, as aman who, being too weak to 


form opinions of his own, would pay Implicit ubcdieuice to his 


: a a) 
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dictates; and in.the character of the great law officer, avow fega’ 
Opinions, bis patron might be unwathag to risk.. This was. the 
ground on which your lordship was made Chancellor; the na- 
tion-saw it, and lamented, that an office, of such: mfinite im- 
portance, should be disposed of from such ipotives, and te sucts 
aman: For, say lord, da you think the world ever considered 

it asa lawver?) Those who had attended Westminster Hall! 

new, that your abilitics as a man, and your knowledge as 
lawyer, were below contempt. They knew that in the chatac- 
ter of av advocate, you. bad. never got 20Cl. a year in all the 
courts of Westminster. taken.together. ‘They were astonished’ 
when you were made a judge; but they were exasperated, 
when you were made Chanceellor!. In the discharge of the duty 
of that office, they saw that your decisions were ever unsup- 
ported by argument ; from hence they, were led to suspect, that. 
your decrees were nade by others. My lord, they suspected: 
this: but they did not know it, till your lordship im the debate 
of this day, put the matter beyond adoubt: you will say, per-: 
haps, a Chancellor may ask the assistance of those, whose. 
judgment he esteems. ‘True, my lord; but then let him cali 
on them in, the character of assessors, that they may hear the: 
arguments of counsel; that they may be answerable for the 
doctrines they lay down; and, that the snitor may know by 
whose opinion his praperty is bound. 

“My lord, this is your character: drawn with more truth, thar 
by those sycophents, who tell you that you are a greater chan- 
cellor than Hardwick, Talbot, or Camden! No man ever, 
doubted about your head; the conduct of this day has fixed, 
men’s opinions of your heart. My lord, it was a foul pro. 
ceeding. | | | 
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It was a blaek day’s work ; justice seemed in eclipse ;” 


The suitor had ‘seen with grief, in what weak hands the greag 
sea] was intrusted; but when he saw, that if your ignorance let? 
you to decide erroneously, a packed House of Peers might be 
brought together to sacrifice his property to your vamty, he 
was struck with horror. My lori, the nation will not-beur ir, 


and after the scene of this day, your lordship caynot hold ths. 


great seal, 
JUNIUS, 
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